
Approval of the Agreement with the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) for 
funding of the Pest Exclusion/Dog Teams Program provides for inspection of unmarked incoming 
shipments of agricultural commodities, such as plants, flowers, and produce.  Inspections are 
conducted at express carriers, such as UPS and FedEx, and air freight terminals as a primary 
defense against the introduction and spread of exotic pests and diseases subject to quarantines. 
There is no County cost associated with this program.

SUBJECT

October 20, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT #15-0290-SF WITH
THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

FOR THE PEST EXCLUSION/DOG TEAMS PROGRAM
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Agricultural Commissioner/Director of Weights and Measures 
(Commissioner/Director) to sign the accompanying agreement (#15-0290-SF) with the CDFA, which 
reimburses the County in the amount of $826,670.00 for one year, beginning July 1, 2015, through 
June 30, 2016, for work conducted by the Department of Agricultural Commissioner/ Weights and 
Measures (ACWM) for the Dog Team Parcel Inspections Program. 
      
2. Delegate authority to the Commissioner/Director, or his designee, to amend the Agreement and 
increase the maximum obligation by an amount not to exceed 10 percent of the original contract, at 
no County cost, subject to review and approval by County Counsel.  Also, allow the Commissioner/ 
Director to make non-substantive administrative or programmatic changes to the Agreement, subject 
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to review and approval by County Counsel.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Your Board approved similar agreements with CDFA in 2012/2013, 2013/2014, and 2014/2015.  
Approval of the recommended actions will enable ACWM, through the Pest Exclusion/Dog Teams 
Program, to readily detect and inspect unmarked packages that contain fruits, vegetables, and plant 
material, to prevent the entry of exotic plant pests and diseases into Los Angeles County.

This agreement provides for the inspection of air freight terminals and express freight facilities 
through which agricultural commodities, such as plants, flowers, and produce, are routinely shipped.  
While such shipments are required by law to be appropriately labeled as containing plant material, 
there exists frequent non-compliance with such marking requirements, particularly in the case of 
non-commercial parcel shipments, presenting a significant threat of the introduction of exotic pests 
that pose risks to the agricultural industry, native plant species, decorative landscaping, and the 
environment.  Detector dogs are highly trained to identify the presence of plant material, through 
their sense of smell, providing invaluable assistance in detecting shipments that could go unnoticed 
by human inspection personnel.  The prevention of pest introductions significantly reduces the need 
for costly pest eradication activities and resulting needs for increased applications of pesticides in 
Los Angeles County.

ACWM has consulted and worked collaboratively with shippers and receivers to assist in preventing 
the entry of exotic plant pests and diseases.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Awarding the agreement meets the County’s Strategic Plan Goal of Operational Effectiveness.  The 
Pest Exclusion/Dog Teams Program significantly reduces the risk of new pest introduction, which 
reduces the need for pesticide applications against new pests in the County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this agreement, CDFA will provide funding in the amount of $826,670.00 for work performed 
by this Department for the period July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2016.  The contract for fiscal year 
2015-2016 includes an increase of $231,113.24 over the amount provided for this program in the 
2014-2015 fiscal year. The additional monies will provide the Department with funding for an 
additional Dog Team. There are no net County costs in the Pest Exclusion/Dog Team Program.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The contract applies to the period of July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2016.

As part of the pest prevention program mandated to the CDFA under California Food and Agricultural 
Code sections 5023-5024, private parcels shipped by parcel delivery companies, such as FedEx and 
UPS, are inspected to ensure freedom from agricultural pests.  The use of specially trained detector 
dogs enhances the County’s ability to inspect such parcels.

Since Fiscal Year 2009 – 2010, CDFA has received supplemental funding for the program through 
the Federal Farm Bill.  The funding for this program from the Federal Farm Bill is expected to 
incrementally increase through 2016.  The enhancement to the fiscal year 2015-2016 contract is 
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facilitated by allocations of funds from fee revenues collected by the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service through recent increases in Agricultural 
Quarantine Inspection fees, which are paid by operators of commercial aircraft, commercial maritime 
vessels, commercial trucks, and commercial railroad cars transporting into the U.S. plant materials 
and other agricultural commodities that may harbor or carry exotic, invasive pests.

Agreement #15-0290-SF has been reviewed by County Counsel and is approved as to form.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended Board action will support program services for the entire 2015-2016 Fiscal Year.

KURT E. FLOREN

Agricultural Commissioner, Director of Weights 
and Measures

Enclosures

c: Interim Executive Officer
County Counsel
Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

KEF:EW:tk

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
10/20/2015
Page 3



California Department of Food and Agriculture 
AGREEMENT 
GAU-03 (Rev.4/15) 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 
SIGNATURE PAGE 

1. This Agreement is entered into between the State Agency and the Recipient named below: 

STATE AGENCY'S NAME 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (CDFA) 

RECIPIENT'S NAME 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

2. The term of this Agreement is: July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 

3. The maximum amount of this Agreement is: $826,670.00 

AGREEMENT NUMBER 

15-0290-SF 

Eight Hundred Twenty Six Thousand Six Hundred Seventy Dollars and 
Zero Cents 

4. The parties agree to comply with the terms and conditions of the following exhibits which are by this reference made a 
part of the Agreement: 

Exhibit A: 
• Recipient and Project Information 
• Scope of Work 

Exhibit B: 
• Payment Provisions and Budget 
• Budget 

Exhibit C: General Terms and Conditions 

Exhibit D: Federal Terms and Cond itions 

Name of Project: Dog Teams Inspections 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed by the part.ies hereto. 

RECIPIENT'S NAME (Organization's Name) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

BY (Authorized Signature) 

£5 

PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING 

12300 Lower Azusa Road, Arcadia, CA 91006 

AGENCY NAME 

RECIPIENT 

DATE SIGNED (Do not type) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (CDFA) 

BY (Authorized Signature) 

£5 

PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING 

DATE SIGNED (Do not type) 

CRYSTAL MYERS, MANAGER, FEDERAL FUNDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE 

ADDRESS 

1220 N STREET, ROOM 120 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

20 Page(s) 

3 Page(s) 

2 Page(s) 

3 Page(s) 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

CJ 




























































